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the Christian faith in Gujarat, and he has 
caused wide-scale displacement of indigenous 
populations in the State in the face of stiff 
popular resistance. I find Mr. Modi’s actions to 
be of the most reprehensible sort. 

In an article in the Hindu Times on March 2, 
2005, former Indian President K.R. Narayanan 
stated that ‘‘there was a ‘conspiracy’ between 
the BJP governments at the Centre and the 
state behind the 2002 Gujarat riots . . .’’. Fur-
ther, a number of Indian human rights organi-
zations, international human rights organiza-
tions, and a former Supreme Court Justice all 
recognize Chief Minister Modi’s complicity in 
the violence. 

He has attacked Muslims and Christians 
with vile venom, and according to both India’s 
highest court and many international human 
rights groups, has condoned terrible, violent 
religious hate crimes, all the while, shielding 
those said to have committed them. In fact, in 
a scathing indictment of Mr. Modi, the Su-
preme Court of India referred to the Chief Min-
ister and his government as ‘‘the modern day 
Neros’’. Moreover, in a recent unprecedented 
order, the Supreme Court of India ordered the 
reopening of all the criminal cases that Mr. 
Modi has closed, regarding over 2000 police 
cases in which the non-Hindu victims filed re-
ports of rapes, killings, and destruction of their 
property. 

Such actions by high ranking government 
officials of any religion are unacceptable and 
must not be tolerated. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in con-
demning religious intolerance and promoting 
religious freedom, so that others may see 
what our great democracy stands for. 
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
today we mark the passing of William Leh-
man, retired Member of this august body and 
exemplary human being. Mr. Lehman was 
born in Selma, Alabama on October 5, 1913. 
His reputation for honesty was developed 
early in life when he moved to Miami and 
opened a used car business. Television view-
ers got to know ‘‘Alabama Bill’’ through his 
commercial advertising. Auto buyers in Dade 
County quickly realized that he always treated 
his customers fairly. 

In the early 1960s, he began teaching 
English literature in Dade County public 
schools, where he was highly valued and 
greatly respected by his colleagues and his 
students. Building on his success as an edu-
cator, he was elected to the school board in 
1966 and became its chairman in 1970. 

In 1972, Bill ran for Congress in the newly 
created 13th District, winning easily. From 
then until his retirement in 1992, he was a tire-
less advocate for the citizens of northeast 
Dade County. He quickly rose to a position of 
prominence in the House of Representatives, 
becoming chairman of the Appropriations 

Committee’s subcommittee that oversaw high-
ways, seaports and mass transit systems. 
Public transit was always important to Bill Leh-
man, as he knew it was a lifeline to employ-
ment, grocery shopping, doctor visits and 
other necessary services for poor and working 
class citizens. 

In addition to normal Congressional busi-
ness, Mr. Lehman’s career in the House of 
Representatives was noted for many remark-
able deeds. Among those were his trips to 
Cuba and Argentina to secure the release of 
political prisoners and the brave venture of 
smuggling an artificial heart valve into the So-
viet Union to save the life of a critically ill 
woman. Throughout his career in Congress, 
Bill Lehman was known as an ‘‘unbending lib-
eral.’’ This is one of many characteristics that 
endeared him to me. He was a friend of more 
than thirty years, a mentor and a very impor-
tant role model. By his very nature, he was a 
constant source of inspiration and encourage-
ment to people who work every day to make 
our world a better place. 

Florida, America, and the world have lost a 
giant with the passing of William Lehman. To 
paraphrase another famous American political 
leader known for his honesty, Abraham Lin-
coln, the world will greatly note and long re-
member the life of Bill Lehman. May he rest 
in peace. 
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
tell the Congress about a man who works con-
stantly to ensure the people of Webb County 
Texas get the services they need from the 
local government. Judge Louis Bruni is and al-
ways has been committed to working for oth-
ers; he is the ideal public servant. 

The sixth-generation Laredoan has held 
multiple positions of service to the community 
from his first position in 1994 as a Laredo City 
Councilman up to his current position as the 
Webb County Judge. Every post Judge Louis 
Bruni has occupied he has pumped out results 
to the people he so faithfully serves. As La-
redo City Councilman he played an influential 
role in securing funding for roads and rec-
reational areas within his district and also was 
a driving force behind the construction of the 
city library. 

In 2001 he was elected to serve as the 
Webb County Judge. It can be seen in this po-
sition that he currently holds how dear to his 
heart the people of Webb County are. He has 
efficiently allocated the resources of Webb 
County to better serve the populace in a 
countless number of ways. Take for instance 
his environmentally conscious idea of turning 
all carbon-based waste materials into electric 
power creating an extra energy source suffi-
cient enough to power 800 additional houses. 
Not only is he a crusader for the proper usage 
of the environment, he also wants to ensure 
all his fellow members of Webb County get 

the first-class economy they deserve. His life 
in the public sphere should be a model for 
people who want to give all they can to their 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, Judge Bruni is not alone a 
public servant but also a father of two amaz-
ing children Fredick and Allison, and I am 
proud to that him for everything he had done 
for our community. 
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of a distinguished Amer-
ican, Dr. June Ritchie Chambers, who died on 
January 24, 2005, at the age of eighty. 

June Ritchie was born in Parkersburg, West 
Virginia, and graduated from West Virginia 
University. She attended its School of Medi-
cine before transferring to the Western Re-
serve University School of Medicine in Cleve-
land, Ohio. She completed residencies in In-
ternal Medicine and Psychiatry at Charleston 
Area Medical Center Memorial Hospital, prac-
ticing Psychiatry at Shawnee Hills and working 
as an Internal Medicine specialist as well. 

June Ritchie Chambers was married to her 
husband John T. ‘‘Jack’’ Chambers, also a 
Charleston physician, for 57 years. In 2002, 
together with their son and wife, John and 
Elaine Chambers, my constituents, they do-
nated $1.5 million to their alma mater, West 
Virginia University, establishing a program to 
train students in electronic business tech-
niques. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in extending our deep sympathy to the family 
of June Ritchie Chambers and to honor her 
lifetime of remarkable accomplishments and 
service to her community and her country. 
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Mr. JENKINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mrs. Margit Worsham, a resident 
of the First Congressional District of Ten-
nessee. Mrs. Worsham is being recognized for 
her extraordinary efforts by the Tennessee 
General Assembly, and I would appreciate 
having the opportunity to recognize her efforts 
here in the United States House of Represent-
atives as well. 

Margit, along with her husband Earl, has 
been a tireless contributor to Sevier County, 
Tennessee. Through her efforts she has been 
directly involved and/or responsible for raising 
over $2,500,000 in benefits to aid those in 
need. 

Margit has served as the Sevier County 
United Way Chairman, breaking fundraising 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:16 Jan 23, 2017 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00309 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\FDSYS\2005BOUNDRECORD\BOOK4\NO_SSN\BR17MR05.DAT BR17MR05ej
oy

ne
r 

on
 D

S
K

30
M

W
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-16T11:13:59-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




